
 

Script and function files. 

The similarities and differences between script and function files are summarized below.  

• Both script and function files are saved with the extension .m (that is why they are sometimes called 

M-files). 

 • The first executable line in a function file is (must be) the function definition line.  

• The variables in a function file are local. The variables in a script file are recognized in the Command 

Window. 

 • Script files can use variables that have been defined in the workspace. • Script files contain a sequence 

of MATLAB commands (statements).  

• Function files can accept data through input arguments and can return data through output arguments. 

 • When a function file is saved, the name of the file should be the same as the name of the function. 


