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Short Summary:

The school year passes slowly for Scout. Her grade is released a half hour earlier than
Jem's, so Scout has to pass Boo Radley's house by herself every afternoon. One day,
Scout notices something shiny in a tree at the edge of the Radley yard. When she goes
back to investigate, she finds a stick of gum. Jem admonishes her for taking the gum, but
Scout continues to check the knothole daily. On the last day of school, she and Jem find
some coins in the tree, which they decide to keep until the next school year starts.
Dill arrives two days later to spend the summer. After an argument with Scout, Jem
suggests they play a new game called "Boo Radley," which Scout recognizes as Jem's
attempt to prove his bravery. Against Scout's better judgement, they enact Boo's life with
great gusto until Atticus learns of the game. The children play the game less frequently
after that, and Jem and Dill begin excluding Scout, spending more and more time together
in the treehouse. Lonely, Scout begins spending more of her time with Miss Maudie.
When Scout insists that the boys include her in their plans, they tell her that they're going
to deliver a note to Boo Radley asking him to come outside. She and Dill are posted as
guards, while Jem tries to deliver the note, but Atticus intervenes, telling the children to
leave the Radleys alone.
On Dill's last night in Maycomb, he and Jem decide to "peep in the window with the loose
shutter to see if they could get a look at Boo Radley." Scout discourages them from going
to the Radley house, but reluctantly decides to join them. Someone inside the Radley
house comes out and fires a shotgun. The children scurry out of the yard, but Jem gets
caught on the fence and is forced to remove his pants to get to safety.
As the neighborhood gathers to discuss the gunfire, Dill concocts an unlikely explanation
for Jem's lack of pants. Atticus tells Jem to get his pants from Dill and come home. At
home, Jem confides in Scout that he's going back to the Radleys' to get his pants. Scout
literally fears for his life, but Jem would rather risk life and limb than admit to Atticus that
he lied.



School starts again. This year, Jem and Scout walk home together, and they again begin
finding things in the Radleys' tree. After receiving several increasingly valuable treasures,
Jem and Scout decide to write a thank-you note to whoever is leaving the gifts. When they
try to deliver the note, however, they find to their dismay that the knothole has been filled
with cement.

For the first time in decades, Maycomb gets snow. School is closed, so Jem and Scout
spend their day trying to build a snowman. That night, Miss Maudie's house burns to the
ground. Jem and Scout are sent to wait in front of the Radleys' while the fire is still raging.
Boo Radley walks up and puts a blanket around a shivering Scout's shoulders, but both
she and Jem are too engrossed in the fire to notice. The next day, Scout is surprised to
find Miss Maudie in good spirits, working in her yard and talking about expanding her
garden.

Near Christmastime, a classmate taunts Scout with the news that Atticus is defending a
black man. Atticus asks Scout to promise to "hold your head high, and keep those fists
down. ... Try fighting with your head for a change," — a promise Scout tries to uphold,
with limited success. Uncle Jack Finch comes for Christmas as he does every year; Scout
and her family spend Christmas at Finch's Landing with Aunt Alexandra and her family.
Alexandra's grandson, Francis, begins teasing Scout about Atticus defending a black man.
She attacks Francis and is punished by Uncle Jack, who had warned her not to fight or
curse. Christmas evening, she and Uncle Jack talk, and she explains to him where he
went wrong in his discipline. The chapter ends as Scout overhears Atticus and Uncle Jack
talking about Tom Robinson's trial, which will start soon.




