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Short Summary:

The next  morning,  the day the trial  is  set  to begin,  Atticus and Scout  talk  about  mob

mentality, and, over Aunt Alexandra's protests, he thanks the children for appearing when

they did. He asks the children to stay away from the courthouse during the trial, but by

noon,  their  curiosity  has  the  better  of  them,  and  they,  along  with  Dill,  head  for  the

courthouse  where  the  trial  is  about  to  get  under  way.  They  can't  find  a  seat  in  the

courtroom, so Reverend Skyes offers them seats in "the Colored balcony," which they

gladly accept.  Finally, readers are introduced to Judge Taylor, who the children earlier

discovered — much to their surprise — appointed Atticus to defend Tom Robinson.

The trial begins. Heck Tate is the first witness. Under cross-examination, he admits that a

doctor was never called to the scene to examine Mayella Ewell. Bob Ewell takes the stand

next and causes a stir in the courtroom with his bad attitude and foul language. Mr. Ewell

is not shaken from his story, but Atticus carefully plants the seed that Mr. Ewell himself

could've beaten Mayella. Mayella takes the stand next. Even though Atticus believes that

she's lying, he treats her with courtesy and respect; Mayella thinks that he's making fun of

her. Her testimony soon proves that Mayella is unused to gentility and common courtesy.

Atticus asks Tom to stand up so that Mayella may identify him; as he does, Scout notices

that Tom's left arm is withered and useless — he could not have committed the crime in

the way it was described. The state rests its case.

Atticus calls only one witness — Tom Robinson. Tom tells the true story, being careful all

the while not to come right out and say that Mayella is lying. However, Tom makes a fatal

error when he admits under cross-examination that he, a black man, felt sorry for Mayella



Ewell.  Dill  has a very emotional  response to  Mr.  Gilmer's  questioning and leaves the

courtroom in tears. Scout follows Dill outside, where they talk with Dolphus Raymond, who

reveals the secret behind his brown bag and his drinking. Scout and Dill  return to the

courtroom in time to hear the last half of Atticus' impassioned speech to the jury. Just as

Atticus finishes, Calpurnia walks into the courtroom and heads toward Atticus.

Calpurnia brings a note telling Atticus that Scout and Jem are missing, which causes him

great concern until Mr. Underwood tells him that the children are in the courtroom — in the

Colored balcony. Calpurnia scolds the children all the way home, but Atticus says that they

can return to hear the jury's verdict.

Jem  is  convinced  that  the  jury  will  acquit  Tom  Robinson  after  the  evidence  Atticus

presented. After the verdict, Jem leaves the courtroom stunned, angry, and crying. The

African  American  community  loads  the  Finch  family  with  food  for  defending  Tom  so

valiantly, which surprises the children because Atticus didn't win. Atticus tells Jem not to

be disheartened because he will appeal Tom's case, and they stand a much better chance

of winning on appeal. The neighborhood is abuzz with talk of the trial, and Miss Stephanie

questions the children relentlessly until Miss Maudie sides with Atticus and puts an end to

the discussion.

In the days following the trial,  Bob Ewell  publicly threatens Atticus, which frightens the

children. However, Atticus uses the opportunity to further educate his children on the ways

of the world. As they look forward to the appeal, Scout asks if Walter Cunningham can

come over to play, which Aunt Alexandra firmly refuses to allow. In the process, Aunt

Alexandra  hurts  Scout's  feelings  horribly,  prompting  Jem  to  guess  why  Boo  Radley

chooses to stay inside.
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