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Introduction:

Moralityisthestandardofhumanbehaviourdeterminedeithersubjectivelyor

objectivelyandbasedonwhatisconsideredethicallyrightorwrong

(Briannica,1977).Moraldevelopmentisoneofthemostimportantphasesinthe

developmentofanindividual.Itimplieslearningmoral,orsocialvalues.These

couldincludelessonsinhonesty,punctuality,kindness,etc.

Kohlberg’slevelsofMoralDevelopment:

Level1:ThePreconventionalLevel

Atthislevel,moralunderstandingisbasedonrewards,punishment,andthepower

ofauthority.

• Stage1-ThePunishmentandObedienceorientation:Atthisstage,children

focusmoreonauthorityandfear(God,teachers,andparents)andescape

frompunishmentasreasonsforbehavingcorrectly(morally).

• Stage2-TheInstrumentalPurposeorientation:Atthisstage,children

developanawarenessthatpeoplecandifferintheirperspectivesofmoral

dilemma.Whateversatisfiestheirpersonalneedsisconsideredtobethe

rightaction.

LevelII:TheConventionalLevel

Atthislevel,moralunderstandingisbasedonconformingtosocialrulestoensure

positivehumanrelationshipsandaharmonioussocialorder.

• Stage3:TheMoralityofInterpersonalCooperation(‘Goodboy–Goodgirl’s

orientation)–Individualswanttomaintaintheirreputationofbeing‘good

persons’–nice,loyal,helpful,etc.Theyhavethedesiretoobeyrulesinorder

topromotesocialharmony.

• Stage4:TheSocialOrderMaintainingorientation:Moralchoicesdonot



dependonpersonalbondsorties.Atthisstage,rulesmustbeenforcedand

shouldapplytoeveryone.Itisbelievedatthisstagethatthatlawshavetobe

obeyed.

LevelIII:ThePostConventionalorPrincipledLevel

Stage5:Atthisstage,oneregardslawsandrulesasbeingflexibletoolsforthe

purposeoffulfillingourneeds.

Stage6:TheUniversalEthicalPrincipleorientation:Atthisstageactionisdefined

byself-chosenprinciplesofconsciencethatarevalidforallhumanity,regardlessof

socialagreementandlaw.Thesevaluesareabstract.Notconcretemoralruleslike

thetencommandments.

EducationalImplications:

1)Theschoolshouldprovideapeacefulandfriendlyenvironmentforthe

children.Thishelpsininculcatingmoralvaluesinanaturalway.

2)Theschoolshouldunderstandtheproblemsofchildren–especiallythe

adolescents.Adequatearrangementforgames,sports,andotheractivities

shouldbeprovidedsothatthechildren’senergiesarechannelisedinthe

rightway.

3)Arrangementshouldbemadetoprovidehealthysexeducation.

4)Theidealsofpatriotism,nationalism,citizenshipandsacrificeneedstobe

inculcatedinthechildren.

5)Moraleducationisbestimpartedbyexample.Hence,teachers,parents,and

eldersneedtobegoodrolemodels.Thus,settingagoodexampleisvery

importantaschildrenlearntofollowthese.

Conclusion:

Thedevelopmentofmoralityistheprocesswherebyindividualsadopt

standardsofrightandwrong.Moraljudgement,moralbehaviourandmoral

emotionsarethethreeaspectsofmoraldevelopment.


