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SouthIndia:Sangam:Contribution

 Sangam meaningcomingtogether.

 Sangam agereferstotheagewhenmanyTamilscholars,poetscametogetherin

threesuccessiveliterarygatheringscalledasSangam.

 ThethreekingdomsPandyas,CherasandCholaswerealwaysatwar.

 Theirwarsanddeedsform thethemesofSangam Literature.

 Althoughitwaswrittenin6th–7thCenturyAD,itdepictsthesocietyof1st–4th

CenturyAD.

 ThreetypesofTamilLiterarypiecesarefound–Grammar,PoemsandEpics.

 ItdescribestheperiodofPandyas,CherasandCholas,thethreeimportantrival

kingdomsofSouthIndia.

 Accordingto Legends,therewerethreeSangamswhichtookmorethen10,000

yearstocomplete.

HistoricalInformationfrom Sangam Literature:

 InSangam Literature,threekingsarementioned–Pandyas,CherasandCholas.

 Theliteratureinformsusaboutthecontemporaryeconomy,likeAgriculturewaswell



developedandlandwasfertile.

 Cottonclothindustrywasalsowelldeveloped.MaincenterwasUraiyur.

 TheyhavewelldevelopedPortCitieslikeMuziriinKerela.

 RomanCoinshavebeenfoundatArikamedu(Pondicherry)andaRomanColonywas

alsofoundthere,showingtraderelationshipwithEurope.

 Theyusedanimalpulledcartsfortransportation.

 Tradersusetotaketheirfemalefolkswiththem unlikethetradersoftheNorth.

 IntheSocietytherewerecertainsimilarityanddissimilarityfrom theNorth:

 TheVarna“Kshatriya”isalmostmissingintheSouth.

 TheBrahminsenjoyedthehighestpositionintheSouthasintheNorth,butthe

secondhighestsignificancewasthatofVaishya.

 SimilarVedicritualswereprevalentherelikethatoftheNorth.

 TheBrahminsofthesouthateNon-Vegetarianandalsotookwine.

1stSangam:

 HeldatMadurai

 AttendedbyGodsandLegendarysagesunderthechairmanshipofAgastya,butno

literaryworkofthisSangam isavailable.

2ndSangam:

 HeldatKapadapuram

 AllliteraryworkhadbeenperishedexceptTolkappiyam.

 UndertheChairmanshipofAgastya.

 TheSangam flourishedundertheRoyalPatronageofPandyas.

3rdSangam:

 HeldatMadurai.

 UndertheChairmanshipofNakkirar.

 Itwasattendedbyalargenumberofpoetswhoproducednumerousliteraturebut

onlyfewhadsurvived.

 ThisTamilliteraryworksremainusefulsourcestoreconstructtheHistoryofSangam

Age.

Sangam Literature:

 TheSangam literatureincludesTolkappiyam,Ettutogai,Pattuppattu,

PathinenkilkanakkuandtwoEpicsSilappathigaram andManimegalai.

 Tolkappiyam:-AuthoredbyTolkappiyaristheearliestoftheTamilLiterature.



ItisaworkonTamilGrammarbutitprovidesinformationonthepoliticalandsocio

economicconditionsoftheSangam period.

 ThePattuppattuconsistsoftenliteraryworks.

 EttutogaiandPattuppattuweredividedintotwomaingroups-Aham (Love)and

Puram (Valour).

 PathinenkilkanakkucontainseighteenworksmostlydealingwithethicsandMorals.

 Themostimportantamongthem isTirukkuralauthoredbyThiruvalluvar.

 TheEpics,Silappathigaram writtenbyElangoAdigalandManimekalaibySittalai

SattanaralsoprovidesvaluableinformationontheSangam PolityandSociety.

LiterarySources:

A.Tirukkural:

 OutoftheeighteengreatpoemsofSangam Literature,Tirukkuralisconsideredas

oneofthemostimportantpoems.

 ItcontainsproverbsonmanyaspectsofLifeandReligion.

 ItisacombinationofDharmashastra,ArthashastraandKamasutra.

 Ithas133chaptersinit.

 ItteachesSimplicityandtruth.

B.Poems(Ettuttogai):

 TheEightAnthologies(Sets)has2282poemswrittenby200authors.

 Thepoemsaredividedintotwosectionsnamely:

 Aham (Love)

 Puram (Militarism andHeroWorship)

C.Tolkappiyam:

 ItistheoldestTamilLiterarywork.

 ItincludesinformationonGrammar,Classificationofhabitats,plants,animalsand

humanbeings.

 Italsotalksabouthumanemotionsandinteractions.

 Tolkappiyam isdividedintothreeChapters:

 Orthography(howtowriteLanguage)

 Etymology(StudyofWords)

 SubjectMatter(Peopleandtheirbehaviour)

D.Epics



 Silappadikaram:-(TheStoryofJeweledAnklet)

 KovalanfallsinlovewithMadhavi.KovalangoestosellankletofKannagi,butgets

caughtandheisheldguiltyofstealingqueensanckletandisbeheadedbytheKing.

 Kannagiavengesthedeathofherhusbandandbecomesagodess.

Manimegalai:

 Manimegalai,thedaughterofKovalanandMadhavi(continuationoftheprevious

epicSilappadikaram)

 ItdescribeshowshebecomesBuddhistnuntopreachtheprinciplesofBuddhism.

SivagaCindamani:

 SivagaCindamani,itisastoryofSivaga-asuperman.

 HewinsanewBrideandattheendhebecomesaMonk.

Sangam Administration:

 ThekingwasthecentreoftheAdministration.

 KingwasalsocalledasKo,Mannam,Vendan,KorravanorIraivan.

 Avaiwasthecourtofthecrownedmonarch.

 Importantofficials(Panchmahasabha):

i. Amaichchar(Ministers)ii.Purohitar(Priests)

iii. Dutar(Envoys) iv.Senapatiyar(Commandar)

v. Orar(Spies)

EconomyDuringSangam Age:

 Agriculturewasthechiefoccupationwherericewasthemostcommoncrop.

 TheHandicraftincludedweaving,metalworks,carpentryshipbuildingandmakingof

ornamentsusingbeads,stonesandivory.

 MajorexportsoftheSangam AgewereCotton,FabricsandSpiceslikePepper,

Ginger,Cardamom andTurmericalongwithivoryproducts,PearlsandPrecious

Stones.

MajorimportswereHorses,GoldandSweetWine.

ReligionSangam:

 TheprimaryDeityoftheSangam periodwasMurugan,whohailedasTamilGod.

 TheworshipofMuruganwashavinganAncientoriginandthefestivalsrelatingto

GodMuruganwasmentionedintheSangam Literature.



 MuruganwashonoredwithwithsixabodesknownasArupadaiVeedu.

PositionofwomenduringSangam Age:

 AlotofinformationisavailableintheSangam Literaturetounderstandtheposition

ofwomenduringtheSangam Age.

 Women'shadrespectandwereallowedintellectualpursuits.Therewerewomen

poetsalsowhoflourishedandcontributedtoTamilLiterature.

ENDOFSANGAM AGE

 TheSangam periodslowlywitnessesitsdeclinetowardstheendofthe3rdCentury

A.D.

 TheKalabhrasoccupiedtheTamilcountryduringpostSangam periodbetween300

ADto600AD,theperiodwascalledas“DarkAge”bytheEarlierHistorians.


